PosSIBLE MARRIAGE TEXTS

Ephesians 5:21-31 (includes Genesis 2:18)

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

22\Vives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. 23For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the
church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their
husbands in everything.

25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26to make her holy, cleansing
her by the washing with water through the word, 27and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or
wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their
own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 2°After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he feeds and cares for
it, just as Christ does the church-- 3%or we are members of his body. ""For this reason a man will leave his father and
mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh."

1 Corinthians 13 (chapter or selected verses)

If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.
2If | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move
mountains, but have not love, | am nothing. 3If | give all | possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but
have not love, | gain nothing.

4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. ®lt is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is
not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. éLove does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where
there is knowledge, it will pass away. °For we know in part and we prophesy in part, %but when perfection comes, the
imperfect disappears. 1"When | was a child, | talked like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a child. When |
became a man, | put childish ways behind me. 12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face
to face. Now | know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | am fully known.

13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Joshua 24:15

But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether
the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for
me and my household, we will serve the LORD."

Psalm 127:1-2
Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen
stand guard in vain. 2In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat--for he grants sleep to those he loves.

Psalm 128:1-4

Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in his ways. 2You will eat the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity
will be yours. 3Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your sons will be like olive shoots around your table.
4Thus is the man blessed who fears the LORD.

1 John 4:7-8
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows
God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.

Ruth 1:16-17

But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go | will go, and where you stay |
will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. ""Where you die | will die, and there | will be buried. May
the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me."
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Proverbs 31:10-12
A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. ""Her husband has full confidence in her
and lacks nothing of value. 12She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life.

1 Peter 3:7
Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker
partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.

Matthew 19:4-6

"Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' *and said, 'For this
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? So they are
no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."

Matthew 7:24-27

"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house
on the rock. 25The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall,
because it had its foundation on the rock. 26But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into
practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 2" The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew
and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash."

Col. 3:12-17

Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness and patience. '3Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another.
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.

15Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.
16_et the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. '”And whatever you do, whether in word or deed,
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Hebrews 13:5
Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will |
leave you; never will | forsake you."

James 1:17
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change
like shifting shadows.

1 Peter 3:1-7

Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be
won over without words by the behavior of their wives, 2when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 3Your
beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.
4Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in
God's sight. 5For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves
beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands, ¢like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master.
You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.

"Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker
partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.

Ecclesiastes 4:12
Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.



